Usefulness of transesophageal echocardiography for identifying the precise location of a left ventricular rupture in a patient with collapsed cardiac chamber.
We report an emergent case of cardiac tamponade due to rupture of the left ventricle. Preload and intracardiac volume were decreased by percutaneous cardiopulmonary support (PCPS), which led to the collapse of the cardiac chamber. The collapsed cardiac chamber made it difficult to diagnose cardiac abnormalities by preoperative transthoracic echocardiography (TTE). On loading fluid infusion and transfusion as volume load to improve the hemodynamic status, transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) revealed several leakages in the left ventricular myocardium. Continuous careful observation on TEE led us to a confident diagnosis of left ventricular rupture. The diagnosis by TEE also led to the employment of the appropriate procedure. TEE is useful for detecting an abnormality due to the location of the cardiac chamber and echocardiographic probe. We also note that continuous careful observation led to the employment of the appropriate procedure.